
Route around Jamestown – Saturday DAY!  

 

Buy gas before breakfast if you like…  

Start at The Oaks B&B Hotel, 1103 W 3rd St, Jamestown, NY 14701 

1. Go south on Lakin Ave, take second left onto Front Street 0.4 mi 

2. Sharp left onto Sprague Street, straight through light, around the curve,  

 becomes West Second Street 0.5 mi 

3. Left onto Washington Street – no sign, right after the train station  

 Gasoline Stop: Turn left onto Lafayette Street, then second right onto 5th Street. Two options:  

            – Sunoco @ Washington and East 5th is a good option on the right 

            – Mobil @ Washington and East 5th is another option, to the left  

4. Right onto West 5th Street, then right onto Prendergast Street (see Route 394 sign) 

 One block to East 4th Street, left and then left into the parking lot  

 Robert H. Jackson Center, 305 E 4th St, Jamestown, NY 

  

SATURDAY

Breakfast @ The Oaks B&B Hotel 1103 West 3rd Street, Jamestown, NY 716-720-5267 Saturday 8:30am 9:35am

Buy Gas for the cars! Sunoco or Mobil Saturday 9:40am 9:55am

Robert H. Jackson museum 305 E 4th St, Jamestown, NY 14701 716-483-6646 Saturday 10am 11am

Panama Rocks 11 Rock Hill Rd, Panama, NY 14767 Saturday 11:45am 12:30pm

Chautauqua Institue - drive-through / Park stop Chautauqua, NY 716-224-1112 Saturday 12:55pm 1:20pm

Chautauqua Harbor House 95 W Lake Rd, Mayville, NY 14757 716-753-7606 Saturday 1:25pm 2:30pm

Webb's Miniature Golf 115 West Lake Road, Mayville, NY 14757 Saturday 2:35pm 3:30pm

Bemus Point-Stow Ferry Bemus Point - John & Betty Lou 716-386-3065 Saturday 3:45pm 4pm

Lawson Center for Boating Heritage (John Staley) 73 Lakeside Dr, Bemus Point, NY 14712 716-640-9867 Saturday 4pm 4:45pm

The Oaks B&B 1103 West 3rd Street, Jamestown, NY Saturday 5:10pm 5:45pm

National Train Day @ Jamestown Station - dinner, & The Great Train Robbery reenactment 716-338-6089 Saturday 6pm 8pm

Evening  enjoyment at the Inn



DEPART  

3. Down driveway, turn right onto East 4th Street 0.3 mi 

4. Left onto Washington Street, through lights, over bridge / river  0.4 mi 

5. Bear right onto Barrett Ave Extension just as you cross over the bridge   

5A. Turn left onto Barrett Ave, then immediate right onto Baker Street (follow “park-like lawn) 

Baker then becomes Route 322 2.5 mi 

6. Turn left onto Trask Rd, becomes Cowling Rd 5.2 mi 

7. Jog right at Wellman Rd, turning left onto Demming Rd 1.0 mi 

8. Jog right at Hoag Rd, turning left onto Waltonian Rd 1.3 mi 

9. At end, “T”, turn left onto Blockville-Watts Flats Rd 0.9 mi 

10. Right onto Button Valley Rd / County Rd 14 4.1 mi 

11. At stop go right onto South Street / County Road #33 (no obvious sign)  0.8 mi 

Welcome to Panama!  

12. Left onto Main Street 0.2 mi 

13. Left onto Rock Hill Rd 0.2 mi 

Welcome to Panama Rocks!  

 



DEPART 

1. Turn Right onto Rock Hill Road 0.2 mi 

2. At Stop, turn right onto Main Street 0.2 mi 

3. At light, turn left onto North Street / County Route 33 9.5 mi 

4. At end, turn right onto Route 394 East 0.5 mi 

5. Turn into Chautauqua Institution, using South Entrance (hard to see, the one after Market Gate) 

6. Go straight ahead on South Avenue, past the Hall of Philosophy, all the way to the lake 

Follow the road as it curves to the left, and be sure to be admiring both the beautiful water, as well as 

the amazing buildings to the left, highlighted by The Athanaeum (see below for more).  

The Chautauqua Institution – a summer center that encompasses the arts, education, religion and 

recreation. Leading thinkers of our time come to speak at the extraordinary open amphitheater, 

drawing over 150,000 people each summer. This is a place where music, dance, opera, theater and 

visual arts are in abundance. It was designated a National Historic Landmark on June 30, 1989.  

The Institution was founded in 1874 by inventor Lewis Miller and Methodist Bishop John Heyl 

Vincent as a teaching camp for Sunday school teachers. The teachers would disembark at Palestine 

Park, and begin a course of Bible study that used the Park to teach the geography of the Holy Land. 

Founder Lewis Miller's daughter, Mina Miller Edison (wife of inventor Thomas Edison) offered 

literary classes in Fort Myers, Florida through the Valinda Society.  Note the beautiful old 

Athenaeum Hotel on the left… Built in 1881, the Athenaeum is architecturally reminiscent of the 

elaborate "Saratoga-style" resort 

hotels of the turn of the century. 

Ten U.S. Presidents, beginning with 

Ulysses S. Grant, have visited 

Chautauqua. Teddy Roosevelt, 

Thomas Edison, Susan B. Anthony, 

Amelia Earhart, Eleanor Roosevelt, 

Duke Ellington, Marian Anderson, 

Robert Kennedy, and William 

Clinton, and many other well-

known visitors have been 

Athenaeum Hotel guests. This hotel 

was one, of if not the, first hotel 

built with electricity, since Thomas 

Edison lived in a nearby house at the Chautauqua Institution. 

Depending on time, we may stop at Palestine Park as we drive through the Institute.  

The park is a scale model of the Holy Land, including cities, hills, rivers, and seas in approximately 

correct geographical location. Palestine Park is laid out along the southwestern side of 

Chautauqua Lake, which takes the place of the Mediterranean Sea. This creates a 'mirror-image' 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scale_model
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Land
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chautauqua_Lake
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean_Sea


of the actual land, which is on the east coast of the Mediterranean. A large mound of stones 

represents Mount Hermon, with an artificial stream representing the Jordan River as it flows south 

from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea. Small hills represent biblical landmarks such as Mount 

Tabor and the Mount of Olives, with markers representing sites of biblical significance including 

Jacob's Well, Jericho, Bethsaida and a scale model of Jerusalem in the time of Jesus complete with 

a small replica of the ancient Jewish Temple. 

In the nineteenth century, people arrived at Chautauqua via ferryboats and disembarked at 

Palestine Park so that their first footsteps were on the Holy Land as though they were pilgrims 

going up to Jerusalem; an actual journey to the Land of Israel was beyond the financial ability of 

most Americans in that era.  

The park was one of Chautauqua's first landmarks. In 1874, Chautauqua founder Rev. John Heyl 

Vincent gave his friend Dr. W. W. Wythe the task of laying out Palestine Park as a visual aid for 

teaching Biblical history and geography to the Sunday School teachers that were Chautauqua's 

first visitors. The park has been reconstructed many times over the years. The present Palestine 

Park is 350 feet long with a scale of 1.75 feet to the mile. 

DEPART: Coming out of Chautauqua Institute 

1. Turn right onto Route 394 West 2.9 mi 

ARRIVE: LUNCH @ Chautauqua Harbor House, 95 W Lake Rd., Mayville, NY  

Some of you may recall last time we were in the area we stopped at the Redline Diner… 

unfortunately they don’t open until Memorial Day, so we’re early this year!   

 

In case you come back: the retro atmosphere at Redline 

includes Rock 'n Roll music, carhop service, and an outdoor 

dining area complete with refurbished truck bench seating! 

You may also choose to join us at our counter bar inside.  

They even have some waitresses on roller skates!  

 

 

 

 

 

DEPART:  Walk across the street – or drive over and park – at Webb’s Mini-Golf!  0.05 mi 
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ARRIVE: Webb’s Miniature Golf, 115 West Lake Rd, Mayville, NY 14757 

Enjoy a round of golf – just don’t get too competitive  at the course built in 2003 to add more 

family entertainment to the bourgeoning “four season resort.”  

The history of Webb’s World begins with the storybook romance of Paul Webb and Nadine 

Henderson – which lives on today, through the Webb family, four generations later… 

Paul and Nadine met in first grade! Paul knew Nadine was the one for him, and they exchanged 

marriage vows in 1942, when Paul was just nineteen. Devoted to each other and dedicated to their 

dream, Paul and Nadine together built the business that became Webb’s Year Round Resort… they 

began by buying the Fountainette in Mayville, a small restaurant and ice cream shop. After only one 

month of marriage, Paul was unexpectedly drafted by the United States Army, and served under the 

famous General George Patton. While Paul served three years, Nadine and Paul’s mother Blanche –

with decided determination – ran the business. When Paul returned from the war, he discovered the 

business was already a success! In 1946, a barn behind the Fountainette was purchased, and the 

Webb’s ventured into the endeavor of candy making. In just three weeks Paul mastered the art and 

they became an overnight success… Lollipops, thousands of large lollipops, now known as “all-day 

suckers,” were in production for a booming business – sometimes making 5,000 lollipops a day! 

In 1959, they purchased the Mooring Bit Restaurant which eventually became Webb’s Captain’s 

Table Restaurant. A bowling alley was added (it burned in 1992 – replaced with the gift shop you see 

today. Today children, grandchildren, and great grands of the founders work here…  

A few notes about Mayville, Jamestown, and the surrounding areas:  

The Pennsylvania Railroad station in Mayville was built in 1925 to replace an earlier depot that was 

constructed around 1870. The rail line itself can be traced back to 1867 when the Buffalo, Oil Creek 

and Cross Cut Railroad ran through the village from Corry, PA to Brocton, NY. The original station 

was built by the Buffalo, Corry and Pittsburgh Railroad as a means to get the large influx of summer 

tourists to the area. It later burned May 24, 1923. 

 

Through many mergers, consolidations, and acquisitions over the years, the rail lines became owned 

by the Western New York and Pennsylvania Railroad, which later began using simply Pennsylvania 

Railroad. After the original station burned, PRR appropriated money to build a new station on the 

same site as the original and subsequently opened it for business during the summer of 1925. 

 

The last passengers arrived at the station during the summer of 1949 and the building was 

abandoned by the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1950. The property was purchased by the Village of 

Mayville in 1968, but the Chautauqua Town Historical Society did not start leasing part of the 

station for a museum until 1977. The museum is small, and yet if we had time you’d learn some 

about interesting local history, including: the Railroad, ice-harvesting, farm & hand tools, and the 

notable local furniture industry.  



 
Re the furniture business:  

Kling Factories was founded in May 1911 when John A. Kling, an immigrant from Sweden, purchased 

the bankrupt Chautauqua Spring Bed & Lounge Company in Mayville, New York and renamed it the 

Chautauqua Cabinet Company. John Kling immigrated at age 17 to Jamestown, N.Y. in 1885 and 

worked in several furniture factories in the area as a cabinet maker, cabinet room foreman, and 

plant superintendent before getting the opportunity to own his own business. 

By 1928, John Kling had purchased four additional factories in Chautauqua County, New York and 

the company was reorganized as the Kling Factories. These additions were The Frewsburg (NY) 

Furniture Company, The Herrick Manufacturing Company (Falconer, NY), The Brockton (NY) 

Furniture Company and the Crandall Panel Company (Brockton NY). Pictured below, an image from 

1927 Kling literature.  

 
In just seventeen years, John Kling built up the organization to sales of approximately $3 million in 

1928. His idea to have each of the company plants specialize in a particular furniture style would 

make Kling Factories one of the nation’s largest volume producers of bedroom furniture. The 1929 

stock market crash and the ensuing great depression hit furniture manufacturers hard. In the depth 

of the depression in 1933, Kling Factories sales were reduced to $1.5 million due to price deflation 

and lower volume, but the company was marginally profitable. 

In 1934 John A. Kling died, leaving the responsibility of managing the company to his sons Arvid 

(President) and Denold (Vice President). Arvid had considerable experience in the furniture business; 

he began working in the factory in 1911 at age 19 and rose to be national sales manager. Denold, 

the younger brother, had also been with the company since 1922.  Through sound business 

management, including the introduction of more affordable lines of furniture, the two brothers 

brought the company through the depression while many Jamestown, N.Y. area furniture companies 

went bankrupt. Kling Factories continued to introduce new lines of furniture and business was 



strong enough to justify an addition to the Mayville plant in 193x. During World War II, the company 

produced a utilitarian style of bedroom furniture for the U.S. government.   

The period from 1947 to 1960 represents the peak of the Kling Factories in volume and quality 

reputation. Like many post war ventures the company took off nationally and was aided by 

advertising in magazines such as House Beautiful and Better Homes & Gardens. In 1955 Arvid Kling 

retired and his brother Denold took over as president. Denold’s four sons entered the family business 

and were assigned to responsible management positions. The company continued to expand the 

breadth of its lines into the early 1960’s.  

In 1961, Denold Kling passed away. Kling Factories was sold in April 1962 to the Baumritter 

Corporation which later became Ethan Allen Furniture. For several years Ethan Allen featured “Kling 

Colonial” products but eventually phased out the use of the Kling name. 

DEPART: After Mini-golf…  

1. Head southwest on NY-394 E/S Erie St toward Valley St 8.3 mi  

2. Turn left onto Stow Ferry Rd 0.4 mi 

3. Head towards Bemus-Stow Ferry 

 

Stop and enjoy the nice display on side of the building there about the ferry…  

At Chautauqua Lake’s narrowest crossing of 968 feet, the Bemus Point-Stow Ferry has been 

operating since 1811. It all began in 1806 when William Bemus bought the land on both sides of the 

narrows and he and his son used rowboats to get across the Water.  

In 1811, Thomas Bemus applied for a license to operate a flat bottom raft. The license was granted 

at the Court of Common Pleas in Mayville, located at the north end of the lake. At first oars and 

poles where used to propel the ferry. Then manila ropes were stretched between the shores. A few 

years later, a series of pulleys and ropes were devised, powered by the use of horses on the shore. 

By 1887, steel cables were put into use. At this time, the ferry was still being cranked by hand. The 

first steam engine was installed by 1902, followed by the first gasoline engine six years later.  

In 1943, the ferry was purchased and operated by the Chautauqua County Highway Department. 

Since 1983, The Chautauqua Lake Historic Vessels Co., a non-profit corporation devoted to 

preserving Historic vessels on Chautauqua Lake, had owned and operated the Ferry. 

DEPART: Bemus Stow Ferry  



1. Proceed off ferry, go straight down Lakeside Dr 0.2 mi 

There’s a great old hotel on the right – no time today to stop, unfortunately!  

 
 

ARRIVE: Lawson Center for Boating Heritage, 73 Lakeside Dr, Bemus Point, NY 14712 

DEPART: Go back to Main Street (direction depends on where we park for Lawson Center) 

2. Head down Main Street 0.3 mi 

LOOK LEFT at old gas station / restoration shop  

  
Many vehicles for sale at www.WindfallRodShop.com  

http://www.windfallrodshop.com/


3. Continue past gas station, down Main Street 8.7 mi 

(Becomes Route 430 East) 

4. Turn right onto Washington Street  1.3 mi 

5. Turn right onto West 3rd St 0.1 mi 

If time, head to the Inn for some R&R… continue down 3rd Street to Lakin, else 

6. Turn left onto Lafayette St 0.1 mi  

7. Turn right onto West 2nd St  0.1 mi  

ARRIVE: Jamestown Train Station for National Railway Day  

Dinner is “heavy hors d’oeuvres” – fundraiser for the Train group – $25 donation with optional cash bar  

Enjoy The Great Train Robbery re-enactment as part of the donation…  

DEPART: Head for home, and the remainder of the evening at the Inn  

1. Head right on Jefferson, left and down West 3rd Street to the Inn, turn right on Lakin and park as usual  

 

 

Ever wonder what it looks like when we are planning the trip?  

 

Yep, laptop, paper notes, and map are all happening at once…  

 


