
Watkins Glen Model A Club Tour – May 16-18, 2014  Dave Vanable cell: 585-615-6250 

TOURING on Saturday 

Depart 9:30am from Idlwilde B&B – 1 Lakeview Ave., Watkins Glen, NY 14891 

1. Out to the street, turn right toward Division St     194 ft 

2. Turn right onto Division St.       0.1 mi 

3. Take the 2nd left, at Stop Sign, onto Steuben St.     0.1 mi 

4. Slight left to stay on Steuben St.       0.1 mi 

5. Bear right onto Co Rte 28/Lee St., follow Co Rte 28    1.2 mi 

Note: Farm Sanctuary 8 miles sign – we saw the Farm Sanctuary sign yesterday as well… Trish and I checked it out, 

and while cool, it is off the beaten path on a dirt road that makes yesterday look like a newly paved road. The rolling 

green pastures of Farm Sanctuary’s 175-acre New York shelter are home to more than 500 rescued farm animals. 

There are quite a few buildings, clearly some large animals (cows, ducks, horses, turkeys, hens, goats, sheep are some 

of the rescues), and you can actually stay here in some nice accommodations! (Must be a member) 

 

6. Turn left onto Co Rte 23, staying with main road     3.4 mi 

Climbing up Sugar Hill again towards the Sugar Hill State Forest – only at about 1600’ today – yesterday we were at 

close to 1800’ and if we’d gone just a bit south of the main road, we could have seen the Sugar Hill fire tower.  

The Sugar Hill area covers almost 12,000 acres west of Watkins Glen. Among the many attractions, it contains the Six 

Nations Recreation Trail System, primarily designed for horses and snowmobiles. The trail system traverses the hills 

separating Keuka and Seneca Lakes.  

The Six Nations Trail system is a series of loops and spurs, covering nearly 45 miles. The trail head at the Sugar Hill 

Recreation Area has archery targets, hitching rails, and sixteen covered horse tie stalls – available on a first-come, 

first-served basis. Also located on the area is a portion of the Finger Lakes/North Country Trail, the Sugar Hill Fire 

Tower, and the Sugar Hill Archery Course. Sugar Hill State Forest offers spectacular views, miles of forests, and 

opportunities to catch a glimpse of wildlife. There are several archery courses near the Sugar Hill Recreation Area, two 

of which have permanent targets. There are several tournaments held each summer. 

7. Turn right onto Co Rte 27, just over crest of the hill (see funky yellow road sign) 4.1 mi 



8. Turn right as road ends, at Stop Sign, onto NY-226 N    0.2 mi 

9. Almost immediate turn left at stop sign onto NY-14A N    4.5 mi 

Nice nursery on left just after we get onto 14A – no time today! Enjoy those views, esp on the right 

Welcome to Dundee! The community was known early by the name "Plainview". At first, the village did not thrive due 

to competition from another neighboring community, "Eddytown", but eventually prevailed over its rival. 

Around 1834, residents began to seek a new name for the village and, persuaded by a native of Scotland, named the 

village "Dundee". He then moved to Illinois and persuaded the natives of his new home to rename their community 

"Dundee". Good salesperson! Dundee was the original home of Seneca Foods.  

Yates County Speedway – dirt short track – on the right. The track started back in 1957 as the Dundee Speedway by 

the Bath Speedway Club. The track is a 4/10 mile, clay, semi-banked oval. One story told around here is that after 

being re-clayed with a noticeably darker surface under Lin Hough's ownership it became known as Black Rock 

Speedway. In 2014 Dan Harpell took over and brought the current name to the track. 

 

About ¼ mile on left, see Beekman House B&B – gorgeous restored Victorian with remarkable décor…  

 

Four rooms, totally restored – looks nice!  



Then also on the left, a beautiful Presbyterian Church – Romanesque style brick structure, with limestone and terra 

cotta trim, built in 1895. It is distinguished by two multi-story towers, broad cross gables, bold, turret-like pinnacles 

and finials, and finely crafted corbelled brock trim. (What is corbelled brock trim?) 

 

13. Turn left at Sunoco onto Millard St / to stay on NY-14A N   5.3 mi 

As we pass the cemetery on the right, look right for Thomas Honey – nice story…  

  

And, tasty honey as well! We know, we’ve actually bought several types, over the years…  

  



OPTIONS, WE HAVE OPTIONS 

Our next stop is a “free-time” that includes lunch… the main attraction is Windmill Farm and Craft Market, which is 

really a combined country fair/midway shopping extravaganza. There’s some Amish/Mennonite, some clothes, some 

craft, some soap, some wine, some baking… there’s food here for lunch, and we would like to “set you off, on your 

own” – which may include just Windmill, or perhaps Windmill plus one or two other options… there’s also an Amish / 

Mennonite greenhouse “Pine Hill” just past Windmill, and there’s also a nice looking Farm Market called Oak Hill 

Farm Market a few miles further.  

SO, it is your choice how to spend the time from now until 1pm – our meet up is at the Oak Hill Farm Market, so please 

be there and ready to depart at 1pm… it’s less than 5 minutes from Windmill; everything is very close.  

Suggest we all start at Windmill… you’ll see the sign from the road – turn left onto Hobson Road, for our stop at 

Windmill Farm & Craft Market – park where convenient for you.  

Note: see the Windtamer out front – local Rochester invention / business   

ARRIVE: Windmill Farm & Craft Market, 3900 New York 14A, Penn Yan, NY 14527 will be on the left 

If / when you would like, you can proceed to  

A) Pine Hill Nursery, about ¼ mile further up Route 14A, on the right sells plants and flowers, looks Amish / 

Mennonite (3664 Hoyt Road, Penn Yan, NY 14527) or 315-536-4032 

Note about a ¼  mile on the right, impeccably maintained Amish white Italianate home with metal roof  

AND / OR  

B) Oak Hill Bulk Foods, ~2.5 miles further up Route 14A, on the right (3173 New York 14A, Penn Yan, NY 14527) 

(315) 536-0836. Our meats and cheeses, spices, baking supplies, and snacks are some of what we're best known for. 

In addition to the bulk foods, we also have an in-store Deli, Bakery, and Cafe. In addition, we have a nice selection of 

candies, nuts, pretzels, snacks, and cheeses.  

Meet at Oak Hill Bulk Foods by 1pm  

DEPART at 1pm from Oak Hill Bulk Foods for Wings of Eagles 

14. Head back to NY-14A and turn right to go north    1.0 mi 

As we set out, see church steeple – this is Second Milo – and yes there is a story, I just can’t find it again   

Here’s the church though…  

 



Note: If we had headed into Penn Yan, you would have seen a large number of motor coaches – Coach and Equipment 

Manufacturing Corp. has been building buses in Penn Yan, New York since 1895. Originally under the name of W.H. 

Whitfield & Sons Body Builders, then Penn Yan Bodies (1928) and finally Coach and Equipment Manufacturing (1948).  

 

15. Turn right at Milo Center Road      1.4 mi      

16. Turn left at McElwee Road      1.3 mi   

17. Turn right at Himrod Road       2.6 mi      

18. Continue onto Chubb Hollow Road     0.8 mi   

Almost immediately on the left, see 1940s Well-digging or Mining truck / rig… Note nameplate Bucyrus Erie.  

Bucyrus-Erie was an American surface and underground mining equipment company. Founded as Bucyrus Foundry 

and Manufacturing Company in Bucyrus, Ohio, in 1880, Bucyrus moved company headquarters to South Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin in 1893. In 1927, Bucyrus merged with the Erie Steam Shovel Company to form Bucyrus-Erie.  

 

Renamed Bucyrus International, Inc. in 1997, it was purchased by Caterpillar Inc. in a US$8.8 billion transaction that 

closed on July 8, 2011. At the time of its acquisition, the Bucyrus product line included a range of material removal and 

material handling products used in both surface and underground mining. 

19. Turn left onto Briggs-Spicer Road (see 20mph sign) 

20. Turn right at stop sign at the end, onto Himrod Rd.  

Note Amish farm straight ahead, as you are turning at the stop towards Himrod 



Welcome to Himrod – among other things, a salt mine was opened here in the late 1960s, closed ten years later 

because of water quality concerns, plus it was getting to expensive to separate shale that was mixed in with the salt.  

Straight through town, stay on the main road – cross three RR crossings! Apparently all related to Salt Production…  

A few miles out of town on the right = Cobblestone Springs, a Center for Renewal  

 

Cobblestone Springs is an interdenominational retreat/renewal center, in an historic 1840's cobblestone mansion. 

Cobblestone Springs is committed to conscious and responsible participation in the process of creation. We believe in 

the essential interdependence of earth, plant and animal life, and all of humanity. We actively engaging people in 

building community with one another and in stewardship of the earth. 

Pass through a stop sign for Dundee-Starkey Road, and in about a mile see Wixson Honey on left – very small! I feel 

like I have heard of them, however all they seem to sell is honey containers? Hmmn…).  

Plenty of Amish folks along this road… they are part of the revival of rural upstate NY.  

As we enter hamlet of Lakemont, nice Congregational Church about ½ mile on right – Lakemont is quite a mix, eh?!  

 



23. Turn right onto NY-14 S      23.5 mi 

Plenty of lake views on the left – Just as road goes to two lanes, look left – nice view of Hector Falls, across the lake!  

Just as we slow to 40mph coming into Watkins Glen and drop to one lane, notice the Elks Club on R – originally the 

residence of F. Davis. Built in the late 1860s by Mr. Davis, he and his family moved into the house in April, 1869.  The 

stones used in the construction of the mansion, as it was called then, had been used to build the jail in Montour Falls 

(Havana) in the early 1850s.  When the county seat was firmly established in Watkins Glen, the jail was demolished .

 

Drive through town, see Watkins Glen State Park – we’ll stop there tomorrow if it is open (did you see the article in the 

paper about the people who climb the gorges to make them safe after a winter of ice? The sedimentary rock gets 

weakened by all the ice, and this was a particularly bad year for it.  

Entering Montour Falls village, note sign for Odessa 3 miles – are we that close to Russia?   

Note the Academy of Fire Science on the left (we thought about adding this to the tour, not this time though!). 

 

Academy of Fire Science, nationally recognized leader in fire services, delivers the highest quality, state of the art, and 

most comprehensive training, response, and technical assistance programs and services to emergency responders, 

local entities, and the citizens of New York State. The Office's programs enable the state's fire service to become the 

best trained, well prepared and most effective professional emergency response force in the nation.  



Driving down Route 14 you’ll notice quite a few parking areas on the right-hand side. The first time through here we 

saw so many folks fishing… Catharine Creek, known for above-average trout fishing.  

Notice all the hiking signs – there are many hiking trails in Catharine Valley… see below notes…  

At the “Deer Crossing 1 mile” sign, look right to see a yellow farm – back near the creek are barns full of many farm / 

mechanical devices. When Trish and I first came through here, we were heading north. On the south side of the yellow 

farm house is a lean-to with a truck stored within:  

 

Note Catharine Valley Forge on the left – nice tour someday?  

Welcome to Millport! Slow to 30mph, look right – see an old school building. Then enjoy view on the left, with a few 

nice old buildings, including a nice looking Mercantile.  

Established in 1825, our name at first was Milvale. The village name was changed to Millport in 1829 by a resolution 

celebrating the passage of the act authorizing the construction of the Chemung Canal. We were a waypoint for the 

Chemung Canal in the mid 1800's and we were as big if not bigger than Elmira, NY. During the canal heyday, 1000 

people lived here. The Railroad came and went as well as the Trolley through the Village and to Watkins Glen. 

Millport, Pine Valley and the rest of the Town of Veteran had 36 saw mills around 1829, in addition to the saw mills 

the village did a brisk business in building canal boats. In 1857 a devastating flood washed away canal locks and 

suspended canal travel for a long time; it finally closed in 1878.   

As we leave Millport, at 30mph sign look right to see an old train / trolley station, and you’ll see a bridge over the 

highway for Catharine Valley Trail which travels for 12 miles between Seneca Lake in Watkins Glen and Smith Road 

north of Pine Valley. The trail follows segments of the abandoned Northern Central Railroad and Chemung Canal 

towpath, which once ran through the Finger Lakes. Today, the route mostly parallels State Route 14. You'll find on-

road sections in Watkins Glen and in the Millport area. Eventually the trail will head farther south to Horseheads.  



Catharine Montour, also known as Queen Catharine, (died ~1791) was a prominent Iroquois woman in the late 18th 

century. She has often been confused with Elizabeth "Madame" Montour, her aunt or grandmother, and with "Queen 

Esther" Montour, usually described as her sister.[1] 

Catharine Montour married a Seneca chief named Telenemut, also known as Thomas Hudson. She and her husband 

lived at a Seneca town eventually known as Catherine's Town. After the town was destroyed by U.S. forces during the 

1779 Sullivan Expedition in the American Revolutionary War, Montour relocated with other Senecas to Niagara] 

Pass through Pine Valley. See Hickory House Restaurant (any info?) and then look left – you may see some geodesic 

domes, which are part of Elmira College Murray Athletic Fields (research) 

26. Turn right at stoplight onto Hickory Grove Rd.     1.8 mi 

27. Slow to 30 mph, and turn right at stop onto Sing Sing Rd. (airport sign)  1.7 mi 

28. Turn left at stop to stay on Sing Sing Rd.      1.6 mi 

Drive past airport – yes, served by Allegiant Air, Delta, and United! See the I-86 sign, 199 Sing Sing Road sign, then 

nice Victorian on right  

29. Turn left onto Kahler Rd N      0.3 mi 

30. Turn right at light onto Daniel Zenker Dr.    0.2 mi 

 

ARRIVE: Wings of Eagles, 339 Daniel Zenker Drive, Horseheads, NY 14845 

DEPART 4pm for Speedway! 

31. Turn right onto Daniel Zenker Dr      0.8 mi 

32. Turn right at stop onto Hibbard Rd Extended N    0.2 mi 

33. “Stay straight at fork with Eacher Hollow” onto Hibbard Rd.  6.1 mi 

Go a few miles, see 20mph curve sign, and as you round that big curve, see huge new house on the left – who builds a 

place like that out here?  

Pass the “+” road sign at Tomly Hill Road – see big tower to the right (what is this for?), and look right at all the 

mechanical gear – then look left for even more gear in the next barn!  

34. Turn left at end / stop sign onto Post Creek Rd.    1.4 mi 

 Brake Test!!  



36. At end / stop sign, turn right onto NY-414 N     6.2 mi 

Bathroom break and gas stop – turn into gas station on the left 

As we depart and head north on Route 414, notice the big hills that seemingly pop up out of nowhere – believe these 

are Drumlins… A drumlin, from the Irish word droimnín ("little ridge"), first recorded in 1833, is an elongated hill in the 

shape of an inverted spoon or half-buried egg formed by glacial ice acting on underlying unconsolidated till or ground 

moraine.  

At the large Cheese sign on the right is a nice Victorian on the left, worth a glance as we roll by 

After County Road 19, see sign for Beaver Dams to the left – a tiny village, however it has a Post Office! Couldn’t find 

the history of its naming…  

As we follow RR tracks on left, pass Cooley Road and then take Next Left – Bronson Hill Rad (sign behind pines) 

37. Turn left onto Bronson Hill Rd. (it’s a big one!)     0.9 mi 

38. Follow road around track to the end      1.4 mi 

39. Turn right onto Co Rte 16        0.1 mi 

Take second right into Speedway – past the crest of the hill – see flags – Gate 2 entrance 

ARRIVE: Watkins Glen Speedway!  

Fill out registration paperwork, and pay $25 per car. Rest rooms at the waiting area. We’re on at 5:30pm! Photos taken 

at the finish line, rumor has it!  

DEPART 6:15pm for dinner in Watkins Glen  

40. Turn right onto Co Rte 16       3.0 mi 

Enjoy those beautiful vistas as we roll down the hill 

41. Turn left at stoplight onto NY-414      1.6 mi 

42. Turn left at light onto S Franklin St.     0.6 mi 

Pass the Ford dealer 

43. Turn left at stoplight onto West 4th Street and ideally park on the street  

Hope we all fit… can go left partway up the hill onto Madison –more parking there. For Blue Pointe Grill, go straight 2-

3 of blocks, see Glen Harbor Hotel on right, and pull into the parking lot – Enjoy, whichever choice you make!!  

ARRIVE, PARK downtown, choice of dinner – Rooster Fish / Wildflower, or Jerlando’s are both right there  

  



DEPART for Idlwilde – whenever you are ready!  

43. Continue up hill on W 4th St.       0.1 mi 

44. Continue onto Steuben St.       0.2 mi 

45. Turn left onto Division St.          0.1 mi 

46. Take the 2nd left onto Lakeview Ave.     194 ft 

ARRIVE: 1 Lakeview Ave., Watkins Glen, NY 14891 


